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SECTION I
SUMMARY

From October 1974 through August 1975 personnel from the Rome Air
Development Center (RADC) and The MITRE Corporation were jointly in-
volved in a field test program to measure the multipath characteristics of
troposcatter paths. The purpose of the measurement program was to
collect multipath profile statistics and other data in support of a program
to develop a family of digital troposcatter radio terminals for tactical

application.

The RADC test range in northwestern New York was the site of the
two paths over which the measurements were made. This range has been
in existence for more than 18 years; therefore, considerable equipment
and the resources of experienced personnel were available for the test
program. The majority of tests were conducted over an 86-statute-mile
path from Ontario Center to Verona using AN/TRC-97D radios at 4780 MHz
using standard 8-foot parabolic reflectors as well as 15-foot antennas. Site
personnel conducted a more limited number of tests at 4690 MHz over a
168-mile path from Youngstown to Verona using AN/TRC-132A radios and

their standard 28-foot parabolic reflectors.

The channel data attained from the tests includes measurements of
multipath power profiles, path loss, and fade rate for five combinations
of path length and antenna aperture. The USAF Environmentsl Technicsl
Applications Center made available to the project meterologicsl data,

including surface refractivity (N ), upper air refractivity profiles and wind
g 8

shear, based on observations made at normal reporting stations in the area.




The observed values of two-sided RMS multipath spread (A ) ranged
from a high of 0.37 us down to 0.05 ps. For the primary test configuration
(86-mile path with 8-foot reflectors), the values of A which were exceeded
1, 10, 50, 90 and 99% of the time were 0.37, 0.27, 0.18, 0.12 and 0. 08 us
respectively. These results are consistent with earlier measurements of
correlation bandwidth over similar paths and are considerably wider than
that predicted by application of the Bello channel model when standard
input parameter assumptions are made. When considered relative to a
required data rate of about 2 Mbps, the observed dispersion could result
in a significant intersymbol interference (ISI) penalty for wideband data
transmission systems such as binary FSK. The observations suggest that
specialized signal processing techniques be considered that can reduce or

eliminate ISI penalty and realize an implicit multipath diversity advantage.

By calculating normalized correlation coefficients, test personnel
looked at the observed data for possible correlations. In general, the
correlation between multipath spread A and other variables such as path
loss, surface refractivity and effective earth radius, was not significant
over long observation periods. For shorter observation periods, moderate
correlations (0.5 to -0.6 range) existed between A and received signal
level (RSL). It is possible that this correlation is due, in part, to a
correlation between multipath spread and aperture-to-medium coupling
loss. As expected, a high correlation (> 0.9) was observed between

surface refractivity Ng and path loss.

Seasonal and diurnal variations in path loss followed expected
patterns: path loss was much higher in winter than in summer; during
summer a diurnal trend was observed whereby the path loss decreased
from early morning through mid-day and then increased through the after-

noon; during the winter, diurnal variations did not have a significant pattern.
14




Seasonal variations in multipath spread were not significant. There was
an interesting diurnal trend over the short path with standard 8-foot
reflectors; observed values of A were wider during winter mornings than
during winter afternoons and, during the summer, the converse was

observed.

At present there exist a large volume of empirical data relative to
troposcatter path loss and reliable path loss prediction techniques are
available for a wide range of conditions. Such is not the case for multipath
spread and fade rate, both of which can significantly affect the design and
performance of high-speed digital troposcatter systems. During the next
ten years it is expected that most military troposcatter systems will change
over from analog to digital transmission, which suggests the need for
development of reliable techniques for predicting multipath spread and
fade rate. Such development would require a systematic collection and
analysis of channel and meteorological data on a large-scale basis. Because
of the prohibitive expense of such an undertaking, data collection efforts
will probably remain restricted to the rather specialized and limited test

programs such as the one reported herein.

15




SECTION II
TEST PROGRAM

2.1 BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES

The Air Force has engineering responsibility for a new generation of
all-digital troposcatter radio terminals for Tri-Service tactical application.
The family of radio terminals, designated as AN/TRC-170 ( ) (V), includes
a small radio terminal similar in size to the existing AN/TRC-97. The
small terminal is expected to operate in the frequency range of 4.4 - 5.0
GHz with antenna reflectors about the same size as the 8-foot TRC-97
antennas. These terminals are to provide a multi-channel trunking capability
of up to 64 channels at 32 Kbps per channel at ranges of up to 100 miles.

The large terminals in the family may have antenna reflectors up to 28 feet
and are to provide a 64-channel trunking capability at ranges up to 200 miles.
In any case, there is the usual desire to obtain reliable performance at
minimum cost, complexity, size, weight, set-up time, etc. The tactical
nature of the intended application will place even more severe constraints

on size, weight, set-up time and prime power. This, in turn, will restrict
transmitter power and antenna gain, thereby placing additional emphasis

on development of efficient signal processing techniques.

It has long been appreciated that short-to-medium range troposcatter
channels are mildly dispersive. Using twice the RMS multipath spread
(A = 20) as a measure of dispersion, expected values of A are in the order
of tens to hundreds of nanoseconds depending upon path geometry, antenna
beamwidth, etc. Dispersion is usually thought of on a relative basis.
Using one of the more recent channel models developed by Bello| 1], it was

expected that for TRC-97 links in the 80-100 mile range, A would be of

16




the order of 20 to 100 ns. If relatively low speed digital transmission
were considered, say 100 Kbps, then symbol intervals T might be in the
order of 10,000 ns or longer. In such a case, the relative pulse spreading
caused by the channel would be insignificant. One would consider the
channel to be non-dispersive or non-distorting. In the frequency domain,
the signal bandwidth would be narrow relative to the correlation bandwidth,
and fading would be flat (non-frequency selective). Conventional modem
techniques, say QPSK modulation with fixed matched filter demodulators,

could be used without any significant penalty.

As the ratio of multipath spread to symbol width ( A/T) becomes
larger, conventional matched filter signal processing will result in two
related types of penalty. First, the channel pulse spreading results in
intersymbol interference (ISI) which degrades performance and leads to
an irreducible error rate effect. As signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) is in-
creased, a point is reached where no further reduction in error rate is
achievable. For even modest values of A/T, say 0.1, a significant
performance degradation may be observed relative to flat fading perform-
ance. Secondly, the channel pulse spreading is due to propagation over
physically independent paths; hence, the signal components received at
different delays fade with near total independence. This effect serves to
offer an implicit multipath diversity which, given the necessary signal
processing, could be used profitably to improve performance relative to
flat fading performance. Failure to exploit this available signal energy
results in a penalty relative to what could be achieved. As the ratio of
A/T ranges from zero up to the range unity or greater, the total multipath-
related penalty expressed in dB SNR necessary to achieve a given error

rate increases. The penalty can range from 0 to tens of dB to, in some

17




cases, infinity. It is essential to know the expected range of A/T. The
ISI penalty could be too large for a conventional receiver; on the other
hand, a complex receiver could be employed when the potential advantage is

actually marginal or non-existent.

Within the context of the TRC-170 development, a nominal data rate
of about 2 Mbps is of interest. Making the reasonable assumption that
QPSK modulation would be employed, a symbol width would be of the order
of 1000 ns. If the expected dispersion were in the range of 20 ns, then
A/T would be only 0.02. A complex receiver would have only marginal
advantage over a conventional fixed matched filter. That this expectation
was common early in the TRC-170 development was not necessarily
unreasonable, for the Bello channel model had general acceptance as a
useful tool for predicting expected dispersion. The model and certain
empirical factors (see Section 5.3) within it had been verified on a longer

path at L Band (~ 900 MHz).

There did exist other empirical data which indicated that the dispersion
over such tactical links would be considerably wider than predicted by the
Bello model when the standard model empirical factors were employed.
The data were in the form of correlation bandwidth measurements made by
Martin-Marietta [2, 3] and Signatron [4]. These measurements were
indirect measurements of dispersion; however, the results were not, in
general, well known or integrated with direct multipath measurements or
channel models. The results, upon examination, indicated that TRC-97-
type paths in the 80-to-120 mile range may have an average ‘A of 120 ns
or more and that a wide variation can be expected over any given path.

The data indicated that A may be expected to range from about 50 to more
than 300 ns for such a path. If this were true, then A/T could be expected

to range from 0. 05 to more than 0.3 even for relatively short paths.
18




Conceptual formulations, and in some cases hardware prototypes of
ideal, or near-ideal receiver structures for fading dispersive channels
are not new [5,6,7,8]. It is only in the past few years, however, that
the available component and fabrication technology and government sponsor-
ship have led to practical physical realizations that might be appropriate for
field application. Several past and current projects sponsored by
USAF/RADC and ARMY/ECOM have led to at least four competing digital
modem techniques that are now in various stages of hardware development.
Each offers reduction of ISI penalty and realization of an implicit in-band
diversity. Some may offer these advantages at a level of complexity which

is only a modest increase over the conventional receiver.

At a time when specialized signal processing techniques were be-
coming practical, evidence became available that the expected dispersion
may be in the range for which these techniques could significantly improve
efficiency. Because of this fact and the availability of instrumentation and
experience resources at the RADC tropo test range, MITRE and RADC
undertook a joint effort to obtain channel measurement data and to evaluate

the performance of the various digital tropo modem techniques.
2: 2 TEST PATHS AND FACILITIES

2.2:1 Test Paths

The location of the test sites is shown in Figure 2-1. Also shown
as dashed lines are other test paths which have been used in earlier test
programs. While partial terrain profiles of the two test paths are presented
in Figure 2-2, it should be noted that they do not accurately define the radio

horizon on these links at 5 GHz.
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Comparison of measured path loss values with predicted values indicate
that the tree lines at both the Youngstown and Verona sites effectively
establish the radio horizon. The terrain east of the Youngstown site is
slightly elevated with a tree line 4,000 feet from the transmit site. The
approximate take-off angle for this site is one degree. The terrain west of
the Verona receive site is flat with a tree line 8, 000 feet west of the site.

The approximate take-off angle for this site is 0.5 degree. The profile
given for the vicinity of the Ontario Center transmit site does not accurately
reflect the topography along the path. Visual measurement of the horizon

yields a take-off angle of one-third degree.

Both paths are overland and are near, and parallel to, Lake Ontario.
The lake often influences the meterological conditions along these paths
and this influence may make the data gathered on these paths somewhat

atypical of inland troposcatter paths.

2.2.2 Radio Systems

The radio terminals employed in the test program were obtained and
set up specifically in support of the TRC-170 development program. The
TRC-97 radios used on the short path were provided by and set up by the
108th Air National Guard (ANG) TAC COMM Squadron located at Hancock
Field, New York. The TRC-132 A radios were provided by the US Army
and were set up by AFCS 3rd MOBILE COMM Group.

2.2:.2.1 TRC-97 D Radio Terminal

The TRC-97 can operate in the frequency range of 4.4 to 5.0 GHz on
any of 1200 frequencies spaced in 500 KHz increments. These tests were

run at 4780 MHz. The single power amplifier (PA) is a four-cavity
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air-cooled Kystron (Varian # VA-888E) rated at a nominal 1 KW output. Up to
about 1.4 KW may be realized with high efficiency tuning for narrow band-
width signals; broadband tuning may reduce output to about 0.9 KW. The
standard antenna group includes two 8-foot parabolic reflectors per terminal
for dual space diversity operation. For these tests, an additional 15-foot
reflector was set up at each radio terminal. The receivers use two-stage
tunnel diode amplifiers (TDA) for pre-RF amplification with an effective

receiver noise figure in the 5 to 6 dB range.

Because the radio/instrumentation interface was at 70 MHz IF,
all FDM/FM-related portions of the radio terminal were bypassed. The
only other changes made to the basic radio configuration were to broadband
tune the power amplifier and to replace the built-in frequency synthesizer
used to derive the up and down conversion local oscillators (LO) with an

external, highly stable unit.

2.2.2.2 TRC-132 A Radio Terminal

The TRC-132 radio terminal can operate in the 4.5 to 5.0 GHz range
in 100 KHz increments. Each terminal has dual 10 KW rated power
amplifiers for dual frequency diversity capability; however, channel
measurements were made on only one frequency, 4690 MHz. (The other
PA was operational at 4500 MHz and was used in other modem testing. ) The
PAs are four-cavity liquid-cooled Klystrons (Varion #VA-1908B). Broadband
tuning may reduce output to about 5 KW at the recommended drive power
level. The standard antenna group includes two 28-foot parabolic reflectors
per terminal for dual space diversity operation. The receivers use a
single-stage TDA pre-RF amplifier with an effective receiver noise figure

in the 7 to 8 dB range.
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All FDM/FM portions of the radio terminal were bypassed with the
instrumentation interface at 70 MHz IF. As with the TRC-97, the PA was
broadbanded and the built-in frequency synthesizer was replaced by a highly
stable unit. In addition, the entire LO chain was replaced with frequency
multiplier chains from TRC-97 terminals; the transmit pre-selection filter
was replaced with a wider band unit from TRC-97; and narrowband filters

in the receiver pre-IF amplifier were eliminated.

2.2,2.3 Test Path Parameters

A summary of the parameters for each test path configuration is
given in Table 2-1. Values of antenna gain and antenna beamwidth are
calculated using a standard antenna efficiency of 55 percent. Values of
aperture-to-medium coupling loss are calculated using the C. C. 1. R. approach
(see Section 5.4). The given antenna elevation angles were measured and

represent the values for which minimum path loss was observed.

2.3 TEST INSTRUMENTATION

Because the test configuration was the same for both test paths, only

the TRC-97 short path setup is described.

2.8.1 Basic Test Configuration

Figure 2-3 is an overall block diagram of the basic test setup. The
RAKE "multipath analyzer'" transmitter and receiver interface with the
radio system at 70 MHz IF. At each site all timing and frequency references
were derived from a 5 MHz GR-1115-B standard oscillator with a frequency
stability in the order of 1 part in 1010. This included all RAKE timing

signals and unmodulated 70 MHz carrier and the radio local oscillator (LO).
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Table 2-1

Path Parameters

Transmitter
Location Ontario Center Youngstown
Transmitter
Power (watts) 1,000 1,000 1,000 3,000
Antennas:
(Transmitter,
Receiver)
Size (ft) 8,8 8,15 (or 15,8)] 15,15 28,28
Gain (dB) 39.1,39.1 | 39.1,44.5 |44.5,44.5 | 49.8,49.8
3dB Beamwidth
(deg) 1.9,1.9 1.9,1.0 1.0,1.0 0.54,0.54
Elevation 4
Angle (deg) 3/4,3/4 3/4,3/4 3/4,3/4 1/2,0
Aperture -to~Medium
Coupling Loss (dB) 5.2 6.9 9.4 16.8
Distance (St. mi) 86 86 86 168
Frequency (MHz) 4,780 4,780 4,780 4,690
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The radio LO was derived by locking a HP frequency synthesizer to the

5 MHz reference and generating a 49.0625 MHz reference frequency, which
was then input to the TRC-97/X96 multiplier chain for the desired 4710 MHz
LO. The fine adjustment of the 5 MHz standard oscillator reduced the overall

frequency translation error to less than 1 Hz.

The Verona test lab, which was about 300 feet from the radio terminal,

contained all receiver-site instrumentation.

2.3.2 Multipath Measurements

These measurements were made with a '""multipath analyzer' [9]
built for RADC by Sylvania, Inc. Since the system uses a concept from the
original RAKE communication system [5] for fading dispersive channels,
the term RAKE is usually used in place of multipath analyzer. In the
original RAKE system, destructive multipath interference was eliminated
by isolating signal energy received at different delays and then realigning
and combining the signals. Only isolation of signal energy as a function of
delay is of interest for channel measurement. The RAKE channel measure-
ment technique [10] consists of using a maximal-length binary sequence as
a probe signal and, at the receiver, cross correlating locally generated
sequences with the received signal (Figure 2-4). The auto-correlation
function of such a sequence has a sharp peak at zero shift (relative delay)
and then drops to near zero until the shift is equal to the sequence length
(Figure 2-5). A cross-correlation at the receiver, using an identical
sequence, is then responsive to signal energy received in a specific delay
interval, the interval being the width of the sequence correlation peak. A
bank of such cross-correlators, each operating over different delay intervals,
can be used to estimate channel impulse response as a function of delay.
If the overall bandwidth of the radio system is sufficiently wide, the delayed

response will be primarily due to multipath propagation.
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For these measurements, the binary probe sequence was converted
to 70 MHz IF using binary PSK modulation at a 10 MHz rate. The RAKE
transmit data clock and 70 MHz carrier were derived from the stable
master oscillator. At the RAKE receiver, a second stable oscillator was
used to generate receiver timing and two 70 MHz reference carriers with
90° relative phase shift. The received IF signal is mixed with each of these
references to recover "inphase' and '"quadrature' baseband sequences. Even
though the modulation is binary PSK, the channel introduces random time
variable phase shift. The received signal, at a given delay, is a vector of
random phase and amplitude. In order to measure the channel response,
both components of the vector must be observed. This is consistent with
the concept that, for a bandpass process, the equivalent low pass (baseband)

impulse response is in general a complex function.

The two recovered sequences are then sampled with a narrow window
polarity sensor at the data rate, an approximation to impulse train sampling.
Impulse train sampling results in a rectangular auto-correlation peak the
width of one bit interval T (Figure 2-5b) as opposed to the usual triangular
peak of base width 2T (Figure 2-5a). The width of the sampling window,
which is about 10 ns wide, results in a trapezoidal shape peak as shown

in Figure 2-5c.

The remaining processing is all-digital and consists of cross-
correlating ten locally generated sequences with each of the two recovered
sequences and integrating over several thousand bits. The ten local
sequences differ from each other only in delay, each being delayed one bit
interval T from the previous. This is equivalent to a tapped delay line
receiver with cross-correlators at discrete delay values. At the end of
each integration period, an estimate is formed of the channel's equivalent

low pass complex impulse response at each of 10 discrete delays.
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Denoting the time variable impulse response by h (t, 7) where 7 is

the delay variable, an estimate is formed of

S - -~

h =
at times tj. These channel snapshots are then used to form the time

average estimate of the multipath power profile:

- ~2 2
Qr ) =<(x  + %>, k=12 .., 10 @-1)

This is proportional to the average power received from paths having delays
in the interval (T = T/2, Tt T/2) where T is the width of one bit
interval.

Assuming a complex Gaussian wide-sense stationary uncorrelated

scattering model (WSSUS), Bello [11] has defined the delay power spectrum
Q (§)as

Eih* ©)h(m)i=Q(f)d (n=-¢§) 2-2)

where Q (§)d ¢ is proporti_onal to power received in the delay interval

(¢, £ + d¢). The measured é ( 'rk) is used as a discrete time average
estimate of the continuous ensemble average Q ( £). In particular, twice
the standard deviation of é ('rk), A =20, is used here as an estimate of

the width of Q (£).
The specific RAKE parameters that were employed are:

(@) Data Rate - A 10 MHz rate was chosen from among choices of
10, 5, 2.5 and 1.25 MHz. This resulted in a (sin x/x)z shape
spectrum at IF with the distance between the first spectral
nulls being 20 MHz. The multipath resolution (delay between

adjacent taps) was 100 ns.
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(b)

()

2.3.3

Integration Period - A 10 ms (9. 792 ms) integration period was

chosen from among 1.25, 10 and 80 ms. The 10-ms mode
results in 100 complex samples per second which tracks channel
fade rates of up to 100 Hz for single-channel operation. Actual
operation consisted of dual channel probing using a coaxial
switch to alternate sampling between the two channels. This
resulted in 50 samples per second per channel or a capability

to track fade rates up to 50 Hz. Since all tests that included
aircraft reflection effects were eliminated or aborted, the

50 Hz capability was more than adequate to follow '"natural"

fading.

Observation Period - This is the length of time over which

the channel samples, or snapshots, are time averaged to
estimate a multipath power profile. The original data processing
software, and RAKE receiver, were configured for a fixed
number of integration periods per observation (experiment).
For the 10 ms integration period mode, 11,264 samples are
processed, which results in an observation period of 110.3
seconds. This time is long enough to provide a good profile
estimate at typical fade rates (1-5 Hz) and usually short enough
to avoid significant changes in channel fading statistics during
the course of an observation. Since the 110-sec period was
considered to be a good compromise, no attempt was made to

change this preset parameter.

RSL Measurements

The RSL detectors shown in Figure 2-3 are usually referred to as

log-linear envelope detectors. The particular units employed in these
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tests had a nominal 3 dB input bandwidth of 10 MHz centered at 70 MHz;
they perform a logarithmic compression of the input IF envelope which is
followed by a several-stage (progressive saturating) envelope detector.
Output is a dc voltage that is a linear function of log 10 (PIF), PIF = input

power, over an 80 dB dynamic range.

The RSL instrumentation was calibrated over the range -110 to -70
dBm at least once every 24 hours, normally at about 0830 hours. The
calibration was accomplished by injecting known signal levels into the
receiver front end at 4, 780 MHz using an HP-618 SHF signal generator;
this was done for each of nine signal levels over the -110 to -70 dBm range
in 5 dB increments. For each input signal level at RF, the output DC
voltage was '"saved' on a calibration console by adjusting reference DC
voltage levels to null a meter which measured the difference between the
sampled and reference voltages. The nine reference voltages were then

available for A/D conversion and input to the on-line computer.

The on-line computer software includes a calibration routine during
which the nine reference voltages are sampled and associated with the nine
respective received signal levels. A linear interpolation is then performed
between adjacent 5 dB reference levels, resulting in a calibration table in

1 dB increments over the -110 to -70 dBm range.

2.4 TESTING PROCEDURES AND DATA RECORDING

Standardized testing procedures were followed for most tests. Any

variations are noted in the discussion of appropriate test results.
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2.4.1 Standard Procedures

Most tests were conducted during normal working hours, 0800-1600
hours local time, five days a week. The normal early morning routine
consisted of calibrating the RSL instrumentation at the Verona receive site
and sweeping the transmitter frequency response and measurement of
transmitter output power. Transmitter sweep was accomplished at very
low drive power. The check consisted of observing the 1 dB bandwidth of
the transmitter and, if necessary, fine tuning the 4-cavity Klystron PA to
maintain a 1 dB bandwidth of at least 12 MHz centered at 70 MHz. This
bandwidth had been determined experimentally as the minimum bandwidth
for which bandlimiting constraints of the radio system would have negligible

effect on multipath measurements (see Section 2. 5).

Channel measurements were normally made once each hour,
on-the-hour whenever possible, that is, when the instrumentation and on-
line computer system were operational. This test schedule coincided with
normal meterological observations, and was usually altered only if aircraft
were present in the common volume. The scheduled test would be delayed
or aborted and restarted at a time when the aircraft effect was no longer
observable. Also, unscheduled tests were conducted when sudden changes
in path loss or multipath spread occurred or when an unusual condition
such as layering was observed. On a few occasions, the test schedule

extended to late evening and/or around-the-clock.

Each observation normally consisted of a 3-minute measurement of
RSL on each of two space-diversity receivers. Within this 3-minute interval,
a 110-second RAKE experiment was conducted to determine the multipath

power profile for each channel.

34




From 1 October 1974 to 17 December 1974, all tests were done with
the AN/TRC-97 standard 8-foot reflectors. During the period 18 December
1974 through 22 April 1975, one TRC-97 receiver was connected to the
standard 8-foot reflector while the other was connected to a 15-foot
reflector. Most tests up to 24 February 1975 were conducted with the
standard 8-foot reflector at the Ontario center transmit site. Starting on
24 February and through 4 March, the transmit antenna was a 15-foot
reflector. From 5 March through 18 April, the transmit antenna was
alternated between the 8-foot and 15-foot reflectors with changeover at
1200 hours local time each day. All short path tests made subsequent to
22 April 1975 were made with the standard 8-foot reflectors at the transmit

and receive sites (both receivers).

During the period 28 April through 12 May 1975, tests were conducted
over the TRC-132A long path link using the standard 28-foot reflectors.
Starting in the afternoon of 12 May, a long period of over-the-air modem
testing was conducted on the TRC-97D short path that continued through
10 July and included normal RAKE testing, which was alternated with modem
error rate tests. In general, during this period, several RAKE tests were
made per hour; however, only the nominal one-per-hour, on-the-hour tests

have been selected for inclusion in the results presented herein.

The final segment of tests was conducted over the TRC-132A long
path during the period 17 July through 7 August 1975.
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2.4.2 On-Line Data Processing

A Super Nova computer was used for on-line processing of RSL and

RAKE data. *

2.4.2.1 RSL Data Processing

The voltage out of the log-linear RSL detectors was sampled and A/D
converted at a rate of 10 Hz for each of the two diversity channels. Thus,
a normal 3-minute test resulted in 1800 RSL samples per channel. Each
sample was compared with the stored calibration table and the accumulator
for the appropriate RSL level incremented. At the end of a test, the
Probability Density Function (PDF) and Cumulative Distribution Function
(CDF) are printed out. The PDF is simply the number of counts at each
RSL level and the CDF runs from zero to 100% (low RSL to high). The first
RSL increment for which the CDF 2 509 is declared the median RSL.

The number of one-way crossings of the median per minute is also
printed out and used as a measure of fade rate. This is a running calcula-
tion where the first- minute median is calculated and then, during the second
minute, crossings relative to the first-minute median are noted. Crossings
during the third minute are relative to the median for the first two minutes,

and so forth.

2.4.2.2 RAKE Data Processing

Each RAKE output sample is an estimate of the equivalent low pass

complex impulse response at time j;

-~

h(tj.‘fk)‘—‘x. + iy, k=12,...,10.

ik ik ’

>"Details of the software package for this processing are given by L. Suyemoto
in "Software for Channel Characterization Test of the Joint ESD/MITRE/
RADC Troposcatter Radio Test Program, ' MITRE Technical Report
MTR-3016, which has not been approved for public release.
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The nominal 50 samples per second per channel result in 5, 632 samples
over the 110-second observation period. The time average power for each

tap is calculated as

n
- 1 Z ~2 ~2
Q (Tk) - g (x]k + Y]-k) (2-3)
. j=1

where K is a normalization constant such that the resulting Q (Tk),
k=1,2, ..., 10 is of approximate unit area. The ten values of Q ('rk)
are then printed out as relative power values. In addition, the highest
tap power is assigned a zero dB reference and the ten Q (-rk) are also printed

out in dB relative to the reference.

The mean delay (;) and also twice the standard deviation ( A = 20)
are calculated and printed. They are based on the é (-rk) for all k from 1
through 10 even though signal energy may not be presented in all taps. This
may lead to errors in the calculation of A as all taps have a noise floor which

can contribute to the calculation of A.

Denoting Q (‘rk) by Qk’ T and A are calculated as

2o Q%

T

2.9,
and
1/2
2 -14
ka Qk — 1x 10

A =2 - ()" = ———— ,k=1,2,..., 10
ZQk 21 :

(2-4)
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The factor 1 x 10—14/21 is acarry-over from an original software package
developed by Sylvania and its exact purpose is not known. The intent may

have been to compensate for the finite noise floor of the RAKE receiver.

The original printed values of 7 and A were in all cases recalculated
selecting only those taps for which a recognizable signal was present, a
subjective judgement. The recalculated values are based on

2 k%

T = 2-5)

2%

and
1/2

2
2% %
2.8, -1

where k is the index for only those taps having recognizable signal energy.

-2
- (7) (2-6)

The choice involved both magnitude above the noise floor (in general 5 0.5dB)

and the shape of the power profile.

2.5 INTEGRATION TESTS

During August and September 1974 a series of back-to-back tests were

conducted to verify the measurement system and radio interfaces.

2.5.1 RAKE Back-to-Back

Initial checks were made with the RAKE in a digital loop-back test
where the locally generated sequence is delayed to coincide V;’ith Tap 5.
The results are presented in Table 2-2. There is no spreading of signal
energy into adjacent taps and the ratio of peak correlation to "off'" correla-

tion is 35.3 dB.
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Table 2-2
Results of RAKE Loop-Back Tests

RAKE Output Power Profiles in dB
Tap Digital IF Loop Initial Radio | Radio Loop Back With
No. Loop Back Back Loop Back 13 MHz 1 dB Bandwidth
1 -35.3 -31.4 -15.2 -23.3
2 -35.3 -24,7 0 0
3 -35.3 0 -18.9 -24
4 -35.3 -22.2 -26.2 -25,2
5 0 -30.2 -27.1 -25.6
6 -35.3 -30.9 -27.4 -25.6
7 -35.3 -31.1 -31.7 -28.7
8 -35.3 -31.1 -33.6 -30.1
9 -35.3 -31.6 -32.0 -29.9
10 -35.3 -31.4 -33.6 -29.9

Table 2-2 also shows the results of RAKE back-to-back testing at IF.
This test was conducted in the normal operate mode with the receiver
timing adjusted so as to center the correlation peak in RAKE Tap 3. The
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) at the receiver was adjusted to -15 dB (in 10 MHz
bandwidth), a standard operating mode to linearize the digital cross-correlation
[12]. As can be seen in this table, adjacent taps are down by 24.7 and
22.2 dB. In theory, the correlation shape shown in Figure 2.-5 should
result in adjacent taps being down by 26 dB. That does not, however,
include the effect of the additive noise which leads to a reduction in the

peak value.
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2.5.2 RAKE/Radio Tests

A series of back-to-back RAKE tests were conducted through the
TRC-97 radio. Two radios were used, one located in the laboratory
facility as a transmitter and the second the receiver terminal employed in
subsequent over-the-air tests. The test configuration is shown in
Figure 2-6. The objective of this series of tests was to tune the radio
filters and power amplifier so that the RAKE performance would essentially
be the same as observed during the RAKE back-to-back IF test. Table 2-2
shows one of the test runs conducted after an initial tuning of the radio.
Adjacent taps are down only 15.2 and 18.9 dB. Also shown are the results
after tuning the Klystron power amplifier for a 1 dB bandwidth of approxi-
mately 13 MHz. (This bandwidth actually included all filtering from IF
to IF.) Adjacent taps are down by 23.3 and 24 dB which is similar to the
RAKE back-to-back results; here, however, subsequent taps also appear

to reflect a slight spreading effect.

2.5.3 RAKE/Channel Simulator Tests

A troposcatter channel simulator [ 13] was used to verify the capa-
bility of the RAKE system to estimate multipath profiles as shown in
Figure 2-7. The simulator is a tapped delay line model with 0.1us tap
spacings. Multipath profiles are "programmed' by attenuators that
establish relative average power for each Rayleigh fading tap. Fade rate
(2 0 Doppler) is adjustable from 0.1 to 10 Hz and built-in additive white
noise sources allow adjustment of output SNR over a wide range. Table 2-3
presents typical results of these tests; for each test, the simulator
programmed profile is shown on the left and the RAKE estimate on the

right. Fade rate and equivalent RSL are also given. The RSL number is
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that short term median RSL for a TRC-97 receiver (N. F. = 5 dB) for which
the SNR would be the same as that set at the output of the channel simulator.
The results indicate that the RAKE system accurately estimates multipath
profiles over a range of SNR and fade rates. The noise floor of the RAKE
receiver precludes accurate estimates of multipath profile tails where the
fall off is in the order of 22 dB down from the dominant central portion.

This has only minor impact on the estimation of RMS multipath spread.
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Table 2-3

Results of RAKE/Channel Simulator Tests
] =90 dBm, ;2 Hz Fade Rate =95 dBm =105 dBm -115 dBm -125 dBm
Tap Simulator| RAKE Estimate 2 Hz 2 Hz 2 Hz 2 Hz
No. () -dB ®R) -dB S) ®) S) R) ®) (R) ©) R)
1 - -26.8 ~© -21.6 =3 -19 g =21 o -23.1
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 - -22.2 -3 ‘- 2.9 3 - 2.9 -3 -2.5 -a - 3.2
4 - -29.9 -7 - 7.2 -7 - 6.9 -7 - 6.9 -7 - 6.6
5 - -31.0 -12 -11.9 -12 -11.7 -12 -11.4 -12 -11.9
6 e, -31.3 -17 -16.7 -17 -16.6 -17 -16.1 -17 -16.1
7 - -31.5 =23 -21.9 =23 -21.3 =23 -21.0 =23 =20
8 ~% -31.9 -29 -25.3 -29 -24.6 ~-29 -24.9 -29 -22.4
9 - -31.8 -0 -28.9 =20 -28.2 -t -29.1 - ~24.2
10 b -31.3 - -28.8 —=%o -27.8 4 -28.9 - -24.2
=95 dBm -95 dBm =95 dBm =95 dBm -<115 dBm <95 dBm
Tap 0.2 Hz 2 Hz 0.5 Hz 2 Hz 2 Hz 2 Bz
No. ©) ®) ®) R) S) ®R) ) ®) ®) ®) ) ®)
1 -0 -19.8 Ead -24 Eed -27.6 -3 - 2.8 -3 - 2.8 - -20.2
2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 [} 0 0
3 -3 T-2.1 -6 - 6.2 -6 - 5.2 -1 - 1.1 -1 - 1.1 Ed -21.1
4 -7 - 6.8 -14 -13.8 -14 ~-13 -3 - 2.8 -3 - 2.7 - -21.1
5 -12 -11.8 -23 -21.8 -23 -21.4 -5 - 4.9 -5 - 4.8 0 0
6 -17 -17.1 -34 -27.8 -34 ~26.5 -7 - 170 -7 - 6.8 -9 - 8.8
7 =23 -21.1 - -29.4 e -28.8 -10 -9.7 -10 -9.2 -16 -15.9
8 =29 -24.7 L -30.1 e -29.4 -12 -12.5 -12 -11.9 =0 -27.8
9 ~s0 -28.2 - -30.1 - -29.2 -15 -14.7 -15 -14.2 i -28.4
10 -0 -28.4 - -29.7 - -29.8 -18 -19.6 -18 -18.9 L -27.7
’ ’ [ N




SECTION III

TEST AND METEOROLOGICAL DATA, AND DATA
REDUCTION SOFTWARE

3.1 TROPO CHANNEL CHARACTERIZATION TEST DATA

All channel characterization test data collected on data tapes at the
Verona test site have been placed on a single master tape using a set of
computer routines. Data from 942 tests which were recorded on eleven
tapes at the test site have been transferred onto a master tape in chronologi-
cal order, the first test being November 11, 1974 and the last August 7,

1975. The master tape is formatted such that the data set for each test consists
of the header data (date, time, test identification number and length of test)

and the following specific test data: PDF and CDF of the received signal

level, path loss, fade rate, multipath profile, mean path delay, RMS

multipath delay spread, and the transmit and receive antenna sizes (usually

two receivers).

Figure 3-1 is a sample print-out that shows the data from a test
performed on December 20, 1974 in the master tape format. Data for
channel 0 on the data tapes correspond to test data from Receiver 1 and
data for channel 1 on the data tapes correspond to test data from
Receiver 2. This is true except for the first 79 tests on the master tape
(and corresponding tests on two of eleven original data tapes) where, for
the multipath power profile and values of the mean delay and RMS multipath
delay spread, the reverse is true; i.e., data for channel 0 correspond to
test data from Receiver 2 and data for channel 1 correspond to test data

from Receiver 1.
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